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By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

SUNDERLAND — For the
13th consecutive year, Sunder-
land Elementary School stu-
dents observed the Veterans
Day holiday by learning about
ways they can serve their
c o m m u n i t y.

Gathered around the edges
of the veterans memorial on
Wednesday, the students lis-
tened to Sunderland School
Committee member and U.S.

Army 1st Lt. Peter Gagarin
and members of the Hale-
Clapp Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 3295 explain the
reasoning behind lowering the
American flag to half-staff and
folding the flag. The Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Color
Guard was also in atten-
dance.

Gagarin encouraged stu-
dents to serve the community
in their own ways and to look
out for one another.

“It is never too early to

serve, to help others” Gagarin
said in his speech. “You might
invite someone to sit next to
you on the school bus or ask
them to play with you at re-
cess.”

He continued by saying
students can find fulfillment
by creating a “welcoming en-
vironment” and doing kind
deeds for each other.

“You do this by being a
good friend, by offering sup-
port to someone who may be
having a tough time,” Gagarin

said. “By making someone
else’s life even just a little bit
better, you fill their bucket
with kindness, and in turn you
will end up filling your own.”

Frontier Regional School
band members Eric Brown
and Leo Franceschi played
taps as the flag was lowered to
half-staff. The ceremony was
closed out with all of the stu-
dents in attendance singing
“This Land is Your Land.”

Last year’s ceremony was
held virtually with clips of the

previous events interspersed.
Sunderland Elementary

School Principal Ben Barshef-
sky said the ceremony gives
students a chance to reflect on
the sacrifices made by mili-
tary members while also
thinking about how they can
be model citizens.

“It’s all about providing
students with an opportunity
to think about and reflect on
different ways they can serve
their communities,” Barshef-
sky said. “Those families

make significant sacrifices
and they’re apart from one an-
other for many months at a
time. … It helps to understand
what that selfless service
looks like.”

Barshefsky said the call to
action the school put out to
students ties right into a
“longstanding tradition”
called “Sunderland in Action
D a y, ” which is a day where
students perform community

Students hear call to action in early Veterans Day ceremony

‘It ’s never too early to serve’
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Sunderland Elementary School students gather at the town’s veterans memorial on Wednesday morning to observe the
holiday and learn about how they can serve their community.
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Sunderland School Committee member and U.S. Army 1st Lt.
Peter Gagarin speaks to Sunderland Elementary School
students in a ceremony honoring Veterans Day.
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Hale-Clapp Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3295 members
Ray Billiel and Matthew Jakutowicz demonstrate folding the
American flag on Wednesday.

By MARY BYRNE
Staff Writer

Leaders of nonprofits in
forestry and wilderness con-
servation spoke to the bene-
fit of working together to ad-
dress climate change and
the biodiversity crisis during
a joint presentation Wednes-
day night.

“We have to practice good
forestry in the region; we
also have to leave some of
the land alone,” said Bob
Perschel, executive director
of the New England
Forestry Foundation. “N e i-
ther of these two aspects of
forest protection and health
should be left behind.”

Perschel and Jon Lei-
bowitz, executive director of
the Northeast Wilderness
Trust, presented to the Mo-
hawk Trail Woodlands Part-
nership’s board on bridging
the advocacy efforts be-
tween wilderness protection
and forestry management.

“My message, and the
message of Northeast
Wilderness Trust, is not an
anti-forestry message,” said
Leibowitz. “Wilderness con-
servation is a complemen-
tary strategy, not an oppos-
ing one.”

Leibowitz said he and
Perschel are working on the
same mission, just with dif-
ferent tactics.

“We ’re talking about wild-
lands and woodlands, not
wildlands or woodlands,”
Leibowitz emphasized.

He said roughly one-
quarter of New England is
conserved in some way, the
vast majority of which is
managed forestland.

“It is out of balance,” L ei-
bowitz said, referencing a
map of the region. “That’s
not to knock forestry; it’s
just to show we have a lot of

room for more wilderness
on the landscape.”

Echoing a point also
made by Perschel, Lei-
bowitz spoke to the impor-
tance of forests for seques-
tering carbon.

“Whether well-managed
or set aside for wilderness,
forest carbon can help slow
climate change,” he said.

The percentage of wild-
lands compared to managed
woodlands, farmlands or ur-
ban land is “the less impor-
tant metric of success,” a c-
cording to Leibowitz.

“Far more important,” he

said, “is achieving a holistic
approach to conservation
that finds balance between
woodlands and wildlands.”

He asked Mohawk Trail
Woodlands Partnership
board members and mem-
bers of the public at
Wednesday ’s meeting how
we can balance comforts of
“modern existence” with na-
ture. His suggestions in-
cluded setting aside more
places as wild, and — once
again echoing his counter-
part — finding ways to use
limited resources in creative
ways.

Perschel said per the
analysis of the New England
Forestry Foundation, there
is the opportunity to offset
30% of emissions in New

England “if we do the right
things with our forests.”

The most significant ele-
ment of this would be chang-
ing forest management prac-
tices by using “exemplar y
forestr y,” which emphasizes
sustainable forest manage-
ment.

“We want to put wood we
get out of the forest into
taller buildings, into urban
areas,” Perschel said. “We
can actually build with wood
now. That means we won’t
pollute the air with the con-
crete and steel emissions
that are required to make

those products.”
He said the practice of

converting forestland to al-
ternative uses should also
cease.

“We also want to stop los-
ing forestland,” he said. “We

Necessary to find balance between
forestry, unmanaged wilderness

Nonprofit leaders talk ‘achieving a holistic approach to conservation’
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413. 625. 9544

DAVENPORT’S
SERVICE STATION

Call us for compassionate care you can count on. 413-774-3724

Whether it is after a hospital stay, or for long-term care, we’re
here to care for you. Always.

Offerings Include:

• Experienced clinical team

• Short-term recovery stays

• Physical, Occupational &
Speech Therapy

• Long-term inpatient
skilled care

• Respite stays

• Hospice care

130 Colrain Road
Greenfield, MA 01301
www.charlenemanor.org
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Our staff is stronger then ever and ready

to care for you or your loved one.
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Federal and Church Streets, Greenfield • 413-773-3925
office@saintsjamesandandrew.org

Planning a reception, party, class or meeting?
We are open now with space for your event.

Saints James and Andrew Church
Banquet and Event Space

now available


